
Proposed 2015-16 

Budget Fact Sheet

What the Budget Supports

The Croton-Harmon School District Board of Education 
and administration remain dedicated to providing 
world-class academic programs, despite the fiscal 
challenges all New York State districts are facing.

Due to a boost in state aid this year, we are able to 
not only keep the tax levy below the cap, but also 
add new course offerings. At Croton-Harmon High 
School, these include Computer Science I and II, 
Applied Geometry and Sports Medicine.

Furthermore, the additional state aid will help fund 
a Flexible Support Program, which will benefit Pierre 
Van Cortland Middle School and CHHS students 
who are experiencing social and emotional issues 
that interfere with school performance. One special 
education teacher, one psychologist and one 
teacher’s aide will staff the Flexible Support Program 
during its first year.

In addition, this budget does not propose any 
increase in class size at Carrie E. Tompkins Elementary 
School.

Factors Behind the Proposed Budget

The district is relying on several revenue sources in 
the proposed budget, including real property taxes, 
interest and sales tax income, as well as funds 
designated from the fund balance and reserves.

The budget proposes that $1,700,000 from the 
reserves and fund balance be used to offset the 
burden to the taxpayer. These funds will help offset 
rising costs associated with state mandates, including 
the Annual Professional Performance Review, 
Common Core Learning Standards and New York 
State testing initiatives.

The Tax Rate Impact

The district anticipates the proposed 2015-16 budget, 
which is below the New York State tax cap, will carry 

a tax rate increase of 1.64 percent in the Town of 
Cortlandt and 4.40 percent in the Town of Yorktown, 
based on the New York State-determined equalization 
rate.

Additional Propositions

In addition to the proposed budget, there will be 
three other propositions on the ballot. The second 
proposition seeks the election of two Board of 
Education trustee positions. The third proposition 
requests voter approval for the proposed Croton Free 
Library tax levy of $819,750. The fourth proposition 
seeks voter approval for the purchase of five new 
vehicles for district use – one full-size bus, one station 
wagon/minivan and three minivans – a proposal that 
will NOT exceed $300,000.

What Would Happen if the Budget  

Is Defeated

If the budget does not receive a simple majority vote 
on May 19, the Board of Education will have three 
options:

— Propose the same budget
— Propose a revised budget
— Adopt a budget with a zero percent tax levy 
increase

If the budget is defeated a second time, under the 
tax levy cap law, the district must operate with a 
hard zero percent tax levy increase for the 2015-16 
school year. Non-contigent purchases would be 
frozen, including all equipment purchases (including 
technology), non-contractual salary increases and 
some student supplies such as planners and writing 
instruments. 

Budget Vote Information 

The 2015-16 budget vote will be held on Tuesday, 
May 19, 2015 in the Croton-Harmon High School 
gymnasium from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.

For more information, visit www.croton-harmonschools.org

The Budget Basics

The proposed 2015-16 budget of $46,076,000 assumes a tax levy 
increase of 1.61 percent, which is $36,527 below the state tax levy 
cap, and an overall budget-to-budget increase of 1.49 percent. 
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